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THE GOD WHO RESCUES

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 30:11-33
To understand more about the census tax, the bronze basin, and the incense and anointing oil.

Read the Text:

The LORD said to Moses, 12 When you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give va ransom for his life to the LORD
when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you number them. 13 Each one who is numbered in the census shall
give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the LORD. 14
Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, shall give the LORD’S offering. 15 The rich shall not give
more, and the poor shall not give less, than the half shekel, when you give the LORD’S offering to make atonement for your lives. 16 You
shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the
people of Israel to remembrance before the LORD, so as to make atonement for your lives. 17 The LORD said to Moses, 18You shall also
make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put
water in it, 19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they
come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They shall
wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout
their generations. 22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half
as much, that is, 250, and 250 of aromatic cane, 24 and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil. 25
And you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the perfumer; it shall be a holy anointing oil. 26 With it you shall anoint
the tent of meeting and the ark of the testimony, 27 and the table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of
incense, 28 and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils and the basin and its stand. 29 You shall consecrate them, that they may be
most holy. Whatever touches them will become holy. 30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may serve
me as priests. 31 And you shall say to the people of Israel, ‘This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your generations. 32 It shall not
be poured on the body of an ordinary person, and you shall make no other like it in composition. It is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33
Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.’ (Exodus 30:11-33, ESV)

Study the Text:
The Census Tax

Verses 11 through 16 outline the practice of taking a census while Israel is still in the wilderness. There is no
clear reason given for why the census was needed, but there was a military connotation to it. Numbers 1:2
records this same story, and the term “census” there is one that literally means “to lift up the head.” In other
words, it was a “head count” of sorts that likely was meant to identify who was capable and willing to fight in
war. In fact, the word is also used to convey the idea of “mustering for battle.” The way the census was
handled was very specific, and there were strict punishments for handling the census incorrectly.

THE RANSOM PAYMENT
Imagine the whole group of Israel standing together. A line is drawn, and one by one, the people move across

the line to the other side as they are counted. However, before they fully cross over, they pay a “ransom for his
life to the LORD” (Ex. 30:12). The amount given was “half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary”
(Ex. 30:13). This was likely more of a measurement of weight rather than actual coinage, and the amount was
subjective in that it was measured according to the standard of the sanctuary at the time. The shekel amount
is given in a parenthetical note to be “twenty gerahs” (Ex. 30:13). Given that the shekel would have likely been
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made of silver, that means each person was to contribute somewhere around 5 to 7 grams of silver. This was
a set price that did not change based on the wealth of an individual (Ex. 30:15).

But why is it called a ransom payment? The idea is likely rooted in God’s ransom of them out of Egypt. They
were to remember, as they mustered for war, that they were bought with a price. The money given as
“atonement money from the people of Israel” was to be used “for the service of the tent of meeting,” likely to
help with both construction of the tabernacle and ongoing maintenance (Ex. 30:16). The money was to be
freely given in response to what God had already done. It is important to remember that this census was not
an ongoing, scheduled practice.

A PLAGUE
God could demand a census, but the leaders and kings were not to institute such a practice on their own. If

they did, the people would be corporately punished with a plague (Ex. 30:12). There is a well-known instance
of such a thing happening under the leadership of none other than King David. In 2 Samuel 24, David decides
to take a census to know how large his army is, and Joab, one of David’s generals, objects in verse 3: “But
Joab said to the king, ‘May the LORD your God add to the people a hundred times as many as they are, while
the eyes of my lord the king still see it, but why does my lord the king delight in this thing?’” The subsequent
punishment for David’s actions is a plague, just as God said would happen to Moses. The census was a work
of God and no one else, and it had to be done in precisely the manner that the LORD demanded.

The Bronze Basin

Verses 17 through 21 outline the construction of a bronze basin that was used by the priests for the purposes
of washing prior to and after making offerings (Ex. 30:17-20). There were likely two reasons for this practice,
both of which are important. For one, while the ancient world did not have a robust understanding of germs,
the LORD does, for He Himself made all things. The LORD often instituted various practices in the Old
Testament that, when examined from a modern perspective, reveal consistency with what we know now
about health and safety. Various food laws reflect this. A number of laws concerning disease reflect this. And
the laws concerning washing one’s body reflect this.

But there is another aspect to this practice that is equally important as well. Douglas Stuar writes, “Dirt
represents a visible indication of adulteration of a clean thing.”! The cleansing, while practically beneficial, was
also symbolic of the need for purity, especially for the priests. Why? Because they were entering into a holy
place as unholy people. Cleansing was the physical and visual reminder of this. God’s priests needed to be
made clean and holy before coming into the tent of meeting to make offerings to a holy God. Verse 21
specifies: “They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die.” It isn’t that the cleansing had
the power in and of itself to prevent them from dying, for only God has the power to do that. But it was an
important visual reminder to them of a deeper spiritual issue. It was to serve as “a statute forever” both to
them and “throughout their generations” (Ex. 30:21).

The Anointing Oil and Incense
If you recall, chapters 25 through 30 indicated that a number of objects were required to be anointed with
anointing oil. Verses 22 through 33 give the recipe for such an anointing oil. The “hin” of olive oil is roughly

1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 640.
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equivalent to a gallon and serves as the base of the oil, with the other ingredients being added to it. Specific
restrictions were given to this. For one, the recipe could never be altered. God told Moses to tell the people:
“This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your generations” (Ex. 30:31). It was to never be changed or
amended. Further, it was never to be “poured on the body of an ordinary person” (Ex. 30:32a). It was for the
anointing of things in the tent of meeting, and for the priests. Third, God said: “You shall make no other like it
in composition” (Ex. 30:32b). No dupes! This was a kind of oil that was only to be used for the specified
purposes and nothing else. The penalty for such an infraction is removal from the congregation for good (Ex.
30:33).

What About Now?

One important takeaway is the needed reminder that we have been ransomed. We are recipients of God’s
grace and God’s work, but we sometimes can be forgetful. We need to be reminded that we are not our own,
but we were bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Secondly, in the age of grace, we often forget the
importance of purity. Purity matters. It mattered in the Old Testament, and it matters today.

Study Questions

Day One
1. Read Exodus 30:11-12. What does God specify in this verse? What were each of the people of Israel to

give while this was happening?

2. Read Exodus 30:13-14. How much was each person required to pay as a ransom? What age group was
required to make this payment?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 30:15-16. Were the rich to give more than the poor? What was to be done with the silver
once it was given? What was it to be used for?

2. Read Exodus 30:17-21. What was the purpose of the bronze basin? For how long were they to practice
this cleansing?

Day Three
1. Read Exodus 30:22-24. What was the anointing oil to be made of?
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2. Read Exodus 30:25-28. What were they to anoint and consecrate?

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 30:29-31. What was the result of being consecrated with such 0il? Who were they to

anoint? What were they to say to the people of Israel?

2. Read Exodus 30:32-33. Who were they not permitted to pour the oil on? What else were they not
permitted to do? What was the penalty for this infraction?

Discuss the Text!

Week 78 Discussion: Purity

It’s not uncommon for the idea of purity to be either overemphasized or underemphasized to the point of error
in the modern evangelical context. Either purity becomes an untenable, burdensome attempt at righteousness
or an afterthought. We must find the proper middle ground. Purity matters. It doesn’t earn us anything, but it
does reveal something about what God has already done in us. When we pursue and prioritize purity, whether
sexual purity, moral purity, or something else, it reveals the Spirit at work within us. Talk as a group about the
importance of living a pure life before the Lord.

Icebreaker: What does the term “purity” make you think or feel when you hear it?

Why does purity matter?

Should we hold non-believers to the same standard of purity that we live by and pursue? Why or why not?
What is the standard of purity? (e.g., the Bible, my conscience, etc.)

Is it better to pursue purity on your own or with accountability?

Kid Talk (For Home): Go outside and have your kids get dirt on their hands. Take them inside and wash
their hands with clean water. Tell them that the dirt symbolizes sin, and the water symbolizes the work of
Christ. When we believe the Gospel and are saved, Jesus washes away the dirt of sin.
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Takeaways:

1. The census tax was a specific command given by God with specific steps, including paying the census
tax of a half-shekel.

2. The census tax was likely for the purposes of accounting for the army of God.

The bronze basin was used to cleanse the priests before making offerings.

4. The anointing oil was a special recipe that was not to be replicated or used for anything other than
anointing certain people and objects in the tent of meeting.

w

Life Bible Study 4



	Read the Text:
	Study the Text:
	The Census Tax
	The Bronze Basin
	The Anointing Oil and Incense
	What About Now?
	Study Questions
	Discuss the Text!
	Week 78 Discussion: Purity
	Takeaways:

