
City on a Hill October 5, 2025 Session 81: Exodus 32:1-14

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 32:1-14 
To understand more about idolatry.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the Text: 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said 
to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not 
know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And 
he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace 
offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I 
commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-
necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may 
make a great nation of you.” 11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your 
people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 
‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
burning anger and orelent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you 
swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 
give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’ 14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his 
people. (Exodus 32:1-14, ESV) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study the Text: 

The Golden Calf, Pt. 1 
Exodus 32 chronicles the largest worship service ever conducted on this side of eternity. The cries of the 
people in worship were so loud that Joshua mistook them for war (Ex. 32:17-18). Of course, the problem was 
that they were not worshipping the LORD, but an idol. Exodus 32 in many ways reveals our own inclinations 
to go after other gods when uncertainty creeps in. Below is a breakdown of some of the key details in this 
passage that warrant deeper thought. 


UNCERTAINTY (V.1) 
Verse 1 lays out the issue that seems to motivate the idolatry of the golden calf: uncertainty. After making the 
request, they say: “As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him.” They were both uncertain about the whereabouts of Moses and possibly even 
angry. The phrasing “the people gathered themselves together to Aaron” is a bit ambiguous. On the one hand, 
the Hebrew could be translated to mean “gathered around Aaron,” but it could also be translated as it is in 
other places, “gathered against Aaron,” almost as if they were ganging up on him. It is often in the context of 
uncertainty that impulsivity grows. With Moses gone, their connection to the LORD seemed to have gone with 
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him, and they did not want to appear godless, especially in light of the neighboring nations with their 
multitude of gods. 


COMPLICIT (VS.2-4) 
Verses 2 through 4 reveal that Aaron caved to the pressure of the people. After collecting all of their gold, “he 
received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf” (Ex. 32:4). No 
information is given concerning how the idol was made (whether it was pure gold or more likely a wooden idol 
overlaid with gold, similar to the other implements within the tabernacle, or how big the idol was. Regardless, 
his work was apparently good enough to warrant the people’s reception of it. They immediately cried out at 
the end of verse 4: “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” Whether 
Aaron was merely pressured into this, or his own angst in awaiting the return of Moses was also high, he 
became complicit in the idolatry of Israel in the wilderness.


SYNCHRETISM 
However, perhaps to avoid a full-blown departure from the LORD, Aaron instead sought to combine the 
idolatry of this golden calf with worship of the one true God. “When Aaron saw” them embrace the idol, “he 
built an altar before it” and said to the people, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD” (Ex. 32:5). The term 
“feast” here is the Hebrew חַג (ḥag̱), the same word applied to the Passover in Exodus 12:14.  In other words, 
it seems as if Aaron combined the worship of the golden calf with a sacred feast unto the LORD in order to 
marry the two practices together, thus preventing them from fully abandoning the LORD. However, the 
merging of unlawful worship practices is, in and of itself, an abandonment of what God had already 
commanded Israel. 


OMNISCIENT GOD 
One remarkable theological feature of this study is the clear evidence of God’s omniscience. Omniscience 
refers to the “state of being all knowing, which theology ascribes to God.”  In Exodus 32, while all of this is 1

taking place on the ground, God is with Moses on Sinai still. However, God knows what is happening even 
when He is not tangibly present (though God is also omnipresent, and therefore in all places at once). It is this 
knowledge of their actions that prompts God to instruct Moses to leave the mountain and go down to the 
people on account that they had “corrupted themselves” (Ex. 32:7). This doctrine is an important doctrine 
through the Scripture for at least two reasons. For one, it ensures that the wicked should be under constant 
alarm, knowing that their wickedness has been seen by an all-knowing God. Second, it should give 
confidence to the LORD’s saints, knowing that God sees all of the wickedness being done to them and will 
one day vinidcate them (Deut. 32:35; Rom. 12:19). Both are evidenced in this passage.


The LORD, in His rightful anger, commands Moses to depart that his “wrath may burn hot against” Israel, in 
order that He “might consume them” (Ex. 32:10). The wicked are Israel and they do not get away with their 
idolatry. The LORD, in His omniscience, sees them and intends to judge them for their crimes. However, the 
LORD has covenanted with them, and Moses appeals to the LORD’s covenant faithfulness in order to protect 
them from God’s wrath. 


COVENANT FAITHFULNESS 
Moses “implores” the LORD by reminding God that He has brought them out of the land of Egypt for a 
purpose, according to the promises He made to their forefathers (Ex. 32:11-12). He even asks God to 
“remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self” (Ex. 32:13). And 

 Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, s.v. “OMNISCIENCE,” paragraph 12773.1
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it is on the basis of this reminder that “the LORD relented from the disaster that He had spoken of bringing on 
His people” (Ex. 32:14). 


What About Now? 
The main takeaway from this first part of chapter 32 is the reminder that God sees and knows all things at all 
times. Proverbs 15:3 declares: “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the 
good.” The Psalmist acknowledges that God’s understanding “is beyond measure” (Ps. 147:5). Jesus Himself 
said, “even the hairs on your head are all numbered” (Matt. 10:30). The LORD knows all things. That means at 
least two things are true. On one hand, when we sin, we need to be reminded that God sees it. We never truly 
get away with anything. Truly, “no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes 
of him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13). On the other hand, God knows those whom He has called 
and perfected. John reminds us that “whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he 
knows everything” (1 Jn. 3:20). So for believers especially, it is important to hold both of these truths in a 
balance. We are never alone and therefore never get away with the sins we commit. We are better off 
confessing them. On the other hand, we should not let this reality bring us to a place of despair, because God 
knows those He has redeemed. 


Another takeaway is the potential damage of impulsive decisions. The people of Israel were unsure about 
whether Moses would return, which brought into question the ongoing nature of their relationship with the 
LORD. Rather than remaining patient (a fruit of the Spirit!), they impulsively demanded that Aaron fashion 
them an idol to worship and serve, which led to great calamity in their lives. We must remember that 
impulsivity very often leads to calamity. Patience is a virtue for a reason. Whenever you find yourself in a place 
of uncertainty and feel led to quickly act on your feelings, it’s best to remember the potential fallout those 
actions might create. 


Study Questions 
Day One 

1. Read Exodus 32:1. Why did the people gather around Aaron? What did they demand of him?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 32:2-4. How did Aaron respond? What did he request of the people? What did he do with 
their jewelry? What did he make out of it? How did the people respond to his work?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Two 
1. Read Exodus 32:5-6. What did Aaron do when he saw how they responded? What did he say to them? 

What did they do the next day?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Read Exodus 32:7-8. What did God say to Moses concerning the people of Israel? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Three 
1. Read Exodus 32:9-10. What did the LORD call them? What did He intend to do in light of their idolatry?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 32:11. How did Moses respond? What did He ask God?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Four 
1. Read Exodus 32:12. What did Moses say to God in this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 32:13-14. Who did Moses tell God to remember? Why? How did the LORD respond to what 
Moses said?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss the Text! 

Week 81 Discussion: Impulse Kills 
Impulsive action rarely works out well for our benefit. There is a reason, after all, patience is listed in the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). In Exodus 32, impulsivity seems to play at least some part in the construction and 
worship of the golden calf, which ends up creating greater consequences for them. Talk as a group about how 
impulsivity has affected you and what you need to do to exhibit greater patience in times of uncertainty. 


1. Icebreaker: What’s the most impulsive thing you’ve ever done? How did it work out?

2. Would you consider yourself “impulsive?” Why or why not?

3. Would others consider you “impulsive?” Why or why not?

4. How do you handle moments of uncertainty? Give a real-life example.

5. What things should always (or almost always) come before making a decision?

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Discuss impulsive decisions your child has made and ask, “How would this have 

turned out differently if you had been more patient, prayed, and asked for wise counsel?”


Takeaways: 
1. In a moment of uncertainty, the people impulsively demand that Aaron make an idol for them to worship.

2. Aaron caves under pressure, collects their gold, and constructs a golden calf for them to worship. 

3. God omnisciently knows what they have done and asks Moses to depart so that He might pour out His 

wrath on them.

4. Moses appeals to God’s covenant faithfulness, and God relents.
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