City on a Hill July 6, 2025 Session 68: Exodus 24:9-18

= X0DOUS

THE GOD WHO RESCUES

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 24:9-18
To understand more about the covenant God made with Moses.

Read the Text:

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There was
under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 And he did not lay his hand on the chief men
of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait
there, that | may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which | have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses
rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we
return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” 15 Then Moses went up on the
mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on
the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses
was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:9-18, ESV)

Study the Text:

The Covenant, Pt. 2

After throwing “the blood of the covenant” onto the people, Moses, along with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the
seventy elders make their trek up Sinai to worship (Ex. 24:8-9). Below is a breakdown of Moses’ encounter
with the LORD on Sinai, the covenant meal, the giving of the stone tablets, and a description of the glory of
God followed by a time of fasting for Moses.

SEEING GOD
The seventy-four went up Sinai to eat the meal together, which was customary for any kind of covenantal

establishment. Douglas Stuart notes: “In the ancient world (and many places in the modern world), people
would not eat together if they were not somehow allies or family. Eating was understood to convey
acceptance, to declare approval of those with whom one dined.”! This is why, incidentally, Jesus often had
meals with tax collectors and other outcasts (Matt. 9:10-11; Mk. 2:15-16; Lk. 5:30). Sharing a meal was a way
of demonstrating mutual respect and kinship. This is not to say that in doing so, Jesus approved of the
decisions or lifestyles of those He ate with; He called them all to repentance as well (Matt. 9:12-13).

As the seventy-four ascended the mountain, they immediately “saw the God of Israel” (Ex. 24:10). The scene
was remarkable: “There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for
clearness” (Ex. 24:10b). The sapphire stone, or lapis lazuli, would have made the ground look like the sky, or
the heavens. This whole scene should not be mistaken as literally seeing God. Later, in chapter 33, Moses
asks God to show him His glory, and God responds: “You cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and

1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 555.
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live” (Ex. 33:20). This is not a vision of God Himself, but rather a representation of the presence of God, not
the person of God. It would not be until God would take upon Himself the frailty of human flesh that one could
see Him. Jesus says, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9).

THE TABLETS OF STONE
In verse 12, God tells Moses that He will give him “tablets of stone,” along with “the law and the

commandment.” The English rendering makes it seem as if all three components (tablet, law, commandment)
were written by the LORD, but this is not likely the case. Consistently, Exodus affirms that it was only the
tablets that God Himself wrote, while the other laws and commandments were written by the hand of Moses
at the dictation of the LORD. What did the tablets say? This passage doesn’t tell us. However, it is assumed
(and | think convincingly so) that the tablets bore the Ten Commandments.

After Moses breaks the tablets in Exodus 32:19, God re-writes them in Exodus 34:1 with the same words as
were on the first, and then verses 27 and 28 say: “And the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for in
accordance with these words | have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28 So he was there with the
LORD forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words
of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.” So, while Exodus 24 never tells us what is actually on the tablets,
it seems certain that God Himself wrote the Ten Commandments for the people by His own hand.

DELEGATED
Verse 14 is another example of Moses’ delegation (see: Ex. 18). While attending Sinai, Moses needed people

to be in charge of disputes that were likely to happen on the ground level among the rest of Israel. Even in
holy and sacred scenarios, people will fight! Moses has the wisdom to leave “Aaron and Hur” in charge of any
potential conflicts that arise. Who is Hur, though? We were first introduced to him in Exodus 17:10, when he
and Aaron helped Moses' arms stay raised so that Israel could win their fight against the Amalekites.

THE GLORY OF THE LORD
The “glory of the LORD” covered the mountain for six days. Six days is the length of time Moses waited for

God. Think about that for a moment. Six days, alone. Notice also that the glory of the LORD “dwelt” on the
mountain. This is the same Hebrew word that is derived from the term for “tabernacle.” This is an example of
what was to be remembered during the Feast of Tabernacles. Even when God’s people were wandering in the
wilderness, God “dwelt” with them. They were never alone. On the seventh day, mirroring the Sabbath, God
calls Moses from within the cloud of consuming fire, and “Moses entered the cloud and went up on the
mountain” (Ex. 24:18).

FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS
Verse 18 tells us that Moses remained on the mountain for “forty days and forty nights.” It is possible that this

is not intended to be interpreted literally. Douglas Stuart notes, “‘Forty’ has an idiomatic usage in Hebrew,
conveying the same sense that “dozens” or “a great many” can convey in English.” It’s possible that Moses
simply remained there a significant time, or it’s possible that he was there for a literal forty days. However, the
text itself specifically references the number of forty days and nights, and it is on this basis that the New
Testament connects this moment to Jesus Christ's fasting experience, which followed his baptism (Matt.
4:1-11; Lk. 4:1-13). The question is, why? It's because the Old Testament will soon testify that there has never
been another prophet like Moses: “And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the
LORD knew face to face.”

This moment, on the mountain, set Moses apart from all of the other prophets. And yet, Moses himself
testified: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers —it
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is to him you shall listen” (Deut. 18:15). By the end of Deuteronomy, that had not yet happened, and even by
the end of Malachi, that had not yet happened. But Peter and Stephen both testify that this prophet had been
raised up by their time, and that Israel did not listen to Him, but rather crucified Him (Acts 3:22; 7:37). That
Jesus spent forty days and forty nights alone in the wilderness is one of the subtle indicators that He is the
prophet like Moses, only He is greater than Moses. He does not only know God face to face, He is the Son of
God and is Himself, God.

What About Now?

One of the takeaways is just how marvelous the glory of God really is. We like to sing in contemporary worship
songs things like, “show me your glory,” but we must be careful about what we mean. To see the glory of the
presence of God would be a privilege; to see the glory of the person of God would be a death sentence.
God’s glory is like a consuming fire, and fire is not exactly the most forgiving thing to be engulfed by. Another
takeaway is the profound importance of the Ten Commandments. While all revelation is, equally, revelation,
there is something especially set apart about the Ten Commandments, given that God Himself wrote them on
the stone tablets. That should engender a deep interest in making sure we live according to them. Lastly, even
when on divine mission, it doesn’t excuse you from “dropping the ball” on your responsibilities. Moses,
ascending the mountain, left people in charge. Delegation matters.

Study Questions

Day One
1. Read Exodus 24:9-10. Who all went up the mountain? What did they see there? How was it described?

2. Read Exodus 24:11. What does it mean that God did not lay His hand on the chief men? What does this
indicate about the covenant being ratified in the meal that they ate?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 24:12. What did the LORD say to Moses?

2. Read Exodus 24:13-14. Who did Moses rise with, and what did they do? What did Moses say to the
elders of Israel? Who did Moses leave in charge?

Day Three
1. Read Exodus 24:15. Where did Moses go? What covered the mountain?
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2. Read Exodus 24:16. What “dwelt” on the mountain? For how long did this happen? What happened on
the seventh day?
Day Four
1. Read Exodus 24:17. What was the appearance of the glory of the LORD like?
2. Read Exodus 24:18. What did Moses enter into and for how long was he there?

Discuss the Text!

Week 68 Discussion: Respecting God’s Glory

One theme in Exodus is the terrifying power of God’s glory. It’s like “a devouring fire” (Ex. 24:17). And yet, as
Christians, we “have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).
Talk as a group about the importance of the glory of God, and yet how often the glory of God is ignored in lieu
of more practical aspects of the faith.

1. Icebreaker: What things, in a non-Christian sense, are referred to as “glorious” in the world?

2. Do you savor or treasure God’s presence in your life? How often do you think about Him?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does it mean to do all things to the glory of God?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. What is the role of the Spirit in beholding the glory of God and being
transformed by it?

5. Read Psalm 19:1. How do the heavens declare the glory of God?

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Ask your child what his absolute favorite toy/game/object is. Ask them how often
they think about it throughout the day and treasure it. Now, explain to them that they are attributing glory
to it. To glorify something is to savor it. That is how we are to think about God.

Takeaways:

1. The seventy-four ascend Sinai to eat the meal together, and God receives them.

2. Moses leaves Aaron and Hur in charge as he goes even further up the mountain.

3. Moses is there on Sinai with God for forty days and forty nights, and receives the tablets of stone written

by God containing the Ten Commandments.
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