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SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 28:1-43 
To understand more about the priests’ vestments.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the Text: 
Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as priests—Aaron and 
Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 
3 You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that they make Aaron’s garments to consecrate him for my 
priesthood. 4 These are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a sash. 
They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests. 5 They shall receive gold, blue and purple and 
scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 6 And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined 
linen, skillfully worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be joined together. 8 And the skillfully 
woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9 You 
shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 10 six of their names on the one stone, and the names of 
the remaining six on the other stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with 
the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in settings of gold filigree. 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder 
pieces of the ephod, as stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two 
shoulders for remembrance. 13 You shall make settings of gold filigree, 14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall 
attach the corded chains to the settings. 15 You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall 
make it—of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it. 16 It shall be square and doubled, a span its 
length and a span its breadth. 17 You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 
and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth 
row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones with their names according to the 
names of the sons of Israel. They shall be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 22 You shall make for the 
breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 23 And you shall make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on 
the two edges of the breastpiece. 24 And you shall put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 25 The two 
ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings of filigree, and so attach it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 26 You 
shall make two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 27 And you shall 
make two rings of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully 
woven band of the ephod. 28 And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it may 
lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29 So Aaron shall bear the 
names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular 
remembrance before the LORD. 30 And in the breastpiece of judgment, you shall put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on 
Aaron’s heart, when he goes in before the LORD. Thus, Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the LORD 
regularly. 31 You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32 It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, with a woven 
binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment, so that it may not tear. 33 On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and 
purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold between them, 34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a 
pomegranate, around the hem of the robe. 35 And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into 
the Holy Place before the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he does not die. 36 You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on 
it, like the engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the LORD.’ 37 And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of 
the turban. 38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel consecrate as 
their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead so that they may be accepted before the LORD. 39 You shall weave the coat in checker 
work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework. 40 For Aaron’s sons, 
you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them for glory and beauty. 41 And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, 
and on his sons with him, and shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 42 You shall 
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make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to the thighs; 43 and they shall be on Aaron 
and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they bear guilt 
and die. This shall be a statute forever for him and for his offspring after him. (Exodus 28:1-43, ESV) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study the Text: 

The Priesthood 
Exodus 28 shifts the focus away from the place of worship to the people entrusted with conducting worship, 
namely, the priesthood. The priesthood plays a significant role in the events of the Old Testament and forms a 
kind of expectation upon which the New Covenant is fulfilled. Below is a breakdown of some of the key details 
in this passage.


AARON’S SONS 
Verse 1 begins with the LORD asking Moses to bring “Aaron and Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar” before the LORD to be consecrated as priests. This detail is more significant than you might think. 
Israel’s priesthood was to be mediated through Aaron’s line only, which meant that one could only be born 
into such a high and revered order. Ultimately, this meant that God and God alone determined who belonged 
to the priesthood, which set Israel apart from the other nations (2 Chr. 13:9-10). No amount of public influence 
or monetary bribery could buy a person’s way into the order. Even the king, as authoritative as he was, was 
not permitted to act in a priestly manner (2 Chr. 26:16-21). The people of Israel had to trust that the LORD 
would raise up whom He desired as priest through Aaron’s line. This protected the priesthood from human 
tampering, or at least it was intended to.


THE ATTIRE DESCRIBED 
Religious dress code, especially for clergy, might seem a little outdated or 
even overly traditional, but there is a biblical context. Exodus 28 gives 
tremendous detail to the kind of vestments the priests were to wear. Like the 
Tabernacle and the furniture within it, and even portions of the outer court, the 
priestly attire was to be “for glory and beauty” (Ex. 28:2), and it was to be 
crafted by those that God had “filled with a spirit of skill” (Ex. 28:3). The 
elements included “a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a 
turban, and a sash” (Ex. 28:4). These vestments would be made of “gold, blue 
and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen” (Ex. 28:5), which matched 
the fabric base of the Tabernacle’s inner curtains. The ephod is described first, 
but what exactly an ephod is remains mysterious. Duane Garrett points out 
the differences between the ephod described here in comparison to Gideon’s 
ephod in Judges: “Gideon made a golden ephod which became a kind of idol 
to the Israelites (Judg. 8:24–27); this makes it sound like an ephod is a solid object, like a figurine. But here in 
Exodus, the ephod is an item of clothing. However, Judges does not say that Gideon’s ephod was solid gold 
(similarly, the “houses of ivory” of Amos 3:15 are not built of solid ivory). Probably Gideon’s ephod was an 
expensive and richly embroidered sacred garment which was eventually displayed in a shrine and became an 
object of adoration.” Clearly, the ephod was some clothing piece that designated Aaron as the head priest 
(Ex. 28:12). The breastpiece contained “four rows of stones” in the following order: “A row of sardius, topaz, 
and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and 
the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper” (Ex. 
28:17-20). The twelve stones “shall be according to the names of the sons of Israel” (Ex. 28:21), so that Aaron 
was essentially bearing “the names of the sons of Israel on his heart when he goes into the Holy Place, to 
bring them to regular remembrance before the LORD” (Ex. 28:29). 
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URIM AND THUMMIM 
Verse 30 additionally mentions “the Urim and Thummim,” two obscure words that are strikingly similar to the 
words “light” and “dark.” These were used as a kind of divining tool to determine the will of God for a 
particular decision. It is unclear how exactly they were used, but it is clear that they were to be kept in the 
breastpiece so that the priest could consult with them if necessary. For example, Saul prayed in 1 Samuel 
14:41: “O LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in 
Jonathan, my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim.” 
Similarly, both Ezra 2:63 and Nehemiah 7:65 reiterate the role of the Urim and Thummim. Divining an answer 
from the LORD is not uncommon in the Scriptures. It seems as if the ephod had this property as well (Jdg. 
8:27; 1 Sam. 23:6-11), as well as the “the Lot” (Jsh. 18:6; Acts 1:26). 


BELLS 
The priests' robes were to contain “golden bells” on them, which were required when Aaron or his sons went 
into the Holy of Holies. There’s a sort of “myth” in church that these bells were intended to alert those on the 
outside of the Holy of Holies if one of the priests died (perhaps because they were unworthy to be in God’s 
presence because of some undisclosed sin). Usually, this myth also includes a rope of some kind, harnessed 
to the priest, so that he could be “pulled out” if he died. However, the text does not support this and is likely 
the result of later Jewish lore. The bells were meant to symbolically alert the LORD that the priests were 
coming in so that He could restrain the might of His presence and glory. Only the priests had them, meaning 
that anyone else who attempted to enter the Holy of Holies would not be accompanied by the bells, resulting 
in their death, hence why verse 35 says: “so that he does not die.” The bells were symbolic devices that 
reinforced the people's reverence towards the Holy of Holies.


What About Now? 
One takeaway is the importance of how God’s servants present themselves before Him. Aaron and his sons 
had to be appropriately dressed before entering the Most Holy Place. However, in the new covenant, all 
believers are priests before God (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). We now present ourselves, not so that we can make sacrifice 
before God, but as “a living sacrifice” before Him in an act of worship (Rom. 12:1). It isn’t so much what we 
wear on the outside that matters now, but what is present within us on the inside, namely, the presence of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Another takeaway is the fact that God determines who will be a priest. This was true 
under the old covenant and is still true today. No one comes to the LORD and is made a priest unless he is 
first called (Jn. 1:12-13; Eph. 1:4-5). 


Study Questions 
Day One 

1. Read Exodus 28:1-5. In your own words, describe the command given here.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 28:6-14. Describe in your own words the ephod.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day Two 
1. Read Exodus 28:15-21. Describe in your own words the breastpiece.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 28:22-30. What else did the breastpiece include?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Three 
1. Read Exodus 28:31-35. Describe in your own words the robe for the priests. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 28:36-38. What was the plate made of? What about the turban? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Four 
1. Read Exodus 28:39. How was the coat to be constructed?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 28:40-43. What further details are described in these verses?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss the Text! 

Week 74 Discussion: Priesthood 
The Aaronic priesthood was a critical part of Israel’s religious economy. Yet, the apostle Peter borrowed 
language concerning this priesthood and applied it to all believers: “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation.” Talk as a group about what it means to be a priest to God.


1. Icebreaker: When you hear the word “priest,” what’s the first thing that comes to mind?

2. Read James 5:16. Are we commanded to “hear confessions?”

3. Read 1 Peter 2:5. What kinds of sacrifices are we to make?

4. Read Hebrews 10:19-22. How are we able to enter “the holy places” now?

5. Kid Talk (For Home): Show your child a picture of a priest, and ask them what they think about the attire. 

Ask them if God still cares about this, or if He cares more about what’s on the inside.


Takeaways: 
1. The priesthood was determined by God through Aaron’s line and given special vestments.
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