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THE GOD WHO RESCUES

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 26:1-37
To understand more about the construction of the Tabernacle.

Read the Text:

Moreover, you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make them
with cherubim skillfully worked into them. 2 The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four
cubits; all the curtains shall be the same size. 3 Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled
to one another. 4 And you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set. Likewise you shall make loops on
the edge of the outermost curtain in the second set. 5 Fifty loops you shall make on the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the
edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall be opposite one another. 6 And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple
the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may be a single whole. 7 “You shall also make curtains of goats’ hair
for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven curtains shall you make. 8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of each
curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains shall be the same size. 9 You shall couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by
themselves, and the sixth curtain you shall double over at the front of the tent. 10 You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that
is outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in the second set. 11 You shall make fifty clasps of
bronze, and put the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent together that it may be a single whole. 12 And the part that remains of the
curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. 13 And the extra that remains in the length of
the curtains, the cubit on the one side, and the cubit on the other side, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and that
side, to cover it. 14 And you shall make for the tent a covering of tanned crams’ skins and a covering of goatskins on top. 15 You shall
make upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of
each frame. 17 There shall be two tenons in each frame, for fitting together. So shall you do for all the frames of the tabernacle. 18 You
shall make the frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the south side; 19 and forty bases of silver you shall make under the twenty
frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons; 20 and for the second side
of the tabernacle, on the north side twenty frames, 21 and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame, and two bases under the
next frame. 22 And for the rear of the tabernacle westward you shall make six frames. 23 And you shall make two frames for corners of the
tabernacle in the rear; 24 they shall be separate beneath, but joined at the top, at the first ring. Thus shall it be with both of them; they
shall form the two corners. 25 And there shall be eight frames, with their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one frame, and
two bases under another frame. 26 You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 27 and five
bars for the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the side of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 28
The middle bar, halfway up the frames, shall run from end to end. 29 You shall overlay the frames with gold and shall make their rings of
gold for holders for the bars, and you shall overlay the bars with gold. 30 Then you shall erect the tabernacle according to the plan for it
that you were shown on the mountain. 31 And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It shall be
made with cherubim skillfully worked into it. 32 And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on
four bases of silver. 33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil
shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 34 You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the Most Holy
Place. 35 And you shall set the table outside the veil, and the lampstand on the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table, and you
shall put the table on the north side. 36 You shall make a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine
twined linen, embroidered with needlework. 37 And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay them with gold. Their
hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five bases of bronze for them. (Exodus 26:1-37, ESV)
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Study the Text:
Before the Temple

Before Solomon (and really, let’s be honest - David) constructed the Temple, the Tabernacle was the place of
God’s dwelling in the Old Testament. Exodus 26 outlines the construction of it. While many of the details are
simply directives for how to build it, there are some key details worth noting. Below is a breakdown of some of
the general instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle.

TWO SETS OF CURTAINS
Verses 1 through 11 outline two distinct sets of curtains, one that lined the inner-part of the Tabernacle, and

one that lined the outside of it. The inner curtains were constructed of “fine twined linen” of “blue and purple
and scarlet yarns,” with “cherubim skillfully worked into them” (Ex. 26:1). They were to be connected into two
sets of five with the length of each curtain equaling “twenty-eight cubits,” and the breadth equaling “four
cubits” (Ex. 26:2). Because they were fixed together in two groups of five, the total length of each was
approximately forty-two feet by thirty feet, which means the total floor space was approximately forty-five feet
by fifteen feet, or six hundred and seventy-five square feet. New York City is notorious for its extremely small
living spaces (for an enormous price) and those run, on average, seven hundred to nine hundred square feet.
So, all things considered, this wasn't a very large space (at least for a Texan).

The outside curtains were not made of fine linens, but instead “goats’ hair,” which makes a lot of sense given
that it was the protective layer over the inner curtains against weather (Ex. 26:7). What better protection
against the elements than that of skin from animals who are well protected from it themselves! These were
constructed in a similar manner to the inner curtains, in two groups of five, with an additional curtain that
could be folded and unfolded over the front of the Tabernacle as a kind of front door.

THE FRAME
The frame of the Tabernacle, like much of the furniture within it, was constructed of the widely available and

durable “acacia wood” (Ex. 26:15). Old Testament Douglas Stuart adds: “A total of forty-eight ladder-like
frames sat on silver bases of some sort. The front, or east end, of the tabernacle had none of these supports
because it was designed to be open for entrance and egress by the priests during a day’s worship. Twenty of
the frames supported the north wall, twenty supported the south wall, six supported the back wall, and two
others were used to double the strength at the back corners. These extra back corner frames were separate
at the bottom but joined at the top by a ring or rings—thus possibly forming a sort of A-frame at the back
corners, adding stability.”! The framing of the Tabernacle was both simple and yet effective. Additionally, the
Tabernacle contained horizontal crossbars that were also constructed with acacia wood but also overlayed
with gold (Ex. 26:26-29).

THE BLUEPRINTS
Verse 30 indicates that Moses wasn'’t just given a verbal description of the Tabernacle instructions, but he was

“shown on the mountain” what it would look like “according to the plan” (Ex. 26:30), almost as a set of
blueprints. The precision with which they were to erect this Tabernacle was great.

THE HOLY OF HOLIES
There was a curtain or “veil” that separated the “Holy Place” (the general sanctuary) from the “Most Holy”

place (the Holy of Holies). The curtains shared the same aesthetic as the rest of the room thereby creating a

1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 587.
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kind consistent harmony in the theme of the room. Nothing was out of place. Everything fit well together and
was appealing to look at. In the Most Holy place was the ark of the covenant (stylized here as “the ark of the
testimony,” because the ark contained within it the testimony of the LORD). There, in the Holy of Holies, was
where the presence of the LORD would dwell. Given the measurements of ten cubits by ten cubits, the Holy of
Holies was only roughly fifteen feet by fifteen feet in size. By comparison, the rest of the sanctuary was
somewhere around thirty feet by fifteen feet. The curtain extended from the ceiling to the ground, ensuring no
one would be able to see the ark except for the high priest annually during the Day of Atonement.

What About Now?

One takeaway is the consistency of God’s design for the Tabernacle. God is a God of order (1 Cor. 14:33). His
consistent harmony within His design can be seen in a variety of places, but perhaps no place better than
Genesis 1. Every day of creation corresponds to another day of creation, thereby creating symmetry. On day
one, God created light, and on day four, He created the light-bearing objects (the sun, moon, and stars). On
day two, God separated the waters from the sky, and on day five, God created the water-dwelling and sky-
dwelling creatures. On day three, God separated the land from the water, and on day six, God created the
land-dwelling creatures. There is often symmetry in God’s design, and that is clear in the construction of the
Tabernacle as well. Beyond that, again, it cannot be reiterated enough - beauty is important to God. We often
think (especially in the evangelical tradition) that “buildings don’t matter.” While it is true that “the church” is
not a building, it is not true that beauty in sacred spaces, especially those that contain the worship of God,
don’t matter. God clearly desires beauty, for He is the author of beauty and the very definition of it. Finally,
seeing is not always believing. The ark of the testimony was contained within the Holy of Holies, and yet very
few people ever saw it. Similarly, very few Christians within the scope of Christian history saw the risen Lord,
and yet Jesus reminded Thomas: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (Jn. 20:29).

Study Questions
Day One

1. Read Exodus 26:1-6. Describe in your own words the inner curtains in the Tabernacle.

2. Read Exodus 26:7-10. What were the outer curtains made of and why?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 26:11-14. What were the “clasps” for?

2. Read Exodus 26:15-22. How was the frame of the Tabernacle designed? Describe it in your own words.

Day Three
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1. Read Exodus 26:23-25. What about the bars described in these verses differed from the bars described in
verses 15 through 227

2. Read Exodus 26:26-30. Describe the design of the bars in this passage.

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 26:31-35. What was the veil made of, and what did cover? What was to be placed inside of

the Holy of Holies?

2. Read Exodus 26:36-37. What was to be made for the entrance of the tent? What color was it to be? How
many pillars were made and of what were they made? What about the hooks?

Discuss the Text!

Week 72 Discussion: Theology and Beauty

God desires beautiful things. He Himself is beauty (Heb. 1:3). Moreover, “He has made everything beautiful in
its time” (Eccl. 3:11), and He requires beauty within His Tabernacle and Temple. Talk as a group about the
place beauty has in your life, in your work, and in your worship.

1. Icebreaker: In your opinion, what is the most beautiful non-human, physical object ever made? This could
be a structure, jewelry, or anything visible to the sense.

Should churches exhibit beauty in their architecture? Why or why not?

Does craftsmanship still matter to God? Why or why not?

Why are people captivated by beautiful things?

Should worship music be beautiful and excellent, or does it matter?

Kid Talk (For Home): Ask your child what objects they think are “pretty to look at,” and then ask them
why? Explain to them that God is beautiful and that we were made to worship and behold them, and
therefore we are made by God to behold beautiful things.

ook

Ta keaways:

The Tabernacle was constructed both with beauty and durability in mind.

The inner curtains were ornately designed while the outer curtains were hardy and functional.
The Holy of Holies was separated from the rest of the sanctuary with a veil.

Inside the Holy of Holies was the ark of the testimony.

Inside the Holy place was the table and the lamp stand.
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