
City on a Hill July 13, 2025 Session 69: Exodus 25:1-9

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 25:1-9 
To understand more about the necessary supplies for the construction of the sanctuary.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the Text: 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him 
you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue 
and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats’ hair, 5 tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for 
the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breast-piece. 8 And let them 
make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its 
furniture, so you shall make it. (Exodus 25:1-9, ESV) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study the Text: 

Contributions for the Sanctuary 
Somewhat abruptly following a longer narrative on the covenant established between the LORD and Israel, 
chapter 25 lays out instructions to be given to the people concerning a “contribution” (Ex. 25:2) they are to 
make for the building of “a sanctuary,” that God “may dwell in their midst” (Ex.25:8). The word “contribution” 
is probably better understood as “an offering.” This word is connected to worship. In other words, the people 
are not simply to start an ancient “GoFundMe,” but are to gather their materials to be given as an offering of 
worship to the LORD. The building of such a place would require very specific and high quality materials that 
were to follow a specific “pattern” given to them by the LORD Himself (Ex. 25:9). Below is a breakdown of 
some of the key words and ideas in this text.


A MOVED HEART 
To bolster the idea of these materials being given as “an offering” is the additional qualifier: “From every man 
whose heart moves him.” In other words, there is a command for offering but this command should be met 
with joyful desire to make the offering. Propp rightly points out: “Israel’s generosity of heart contrasts with 
Pharaoh’s chronic “strength” (ḥzq), “firmness” (kbd) and “hardness” (qšy) of heart in chapters 7 through 14.”  In 1

other words, whereas Pharaoh’s heart towards the LORD was hard and unrelenting, Israel’s heart towards the 
LORD was to be soft and generous. The very idea of the LORD dwelling with them should have moved them 
to extreme generosity and a tenacity to do whatever was necessary to acquire the materials required of them.


THE FINEST METALS 
They were first required to offer the finest metals known to them: “gold, silver, and bronze.” The governing 
idea was that anything that would be in the presence of God needed to be of the finest quality: God is worthy 
of nothing less. Douglas Stuart notes: “Some would be used purely, without forming overlays over wood, as in 
the case of the solid gold rings that held the ark poles (v. 12), the sold gold plates, dishes, bowls, and pitchers 

 William H.C. Propp, Exodus 19–40, The Anchor Yale Bible (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1974), 372.1
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(v. 29), the solid gold lampstand (vv. 31ff.), and most notably the ark’s atonement cover/mercy seat (vv. 17–
22).”  
2

THE FINEST FABRICS 
Fabrics were also used as overlays for various furniture in the sanctuary. Old Testament scholar John Durham 
adds: “Fine linen (ׁשׁש) was probably Egyptian, an imported fabric (Hurvitz, HTR 60 [1967] 119–21); goats’ hair 
”.referred to natural, undyed wool, the least expensive of the fabric materials mentioned (עזים)  Additionally, 3

these fabrics would be used for the curtains (Ex. 26:1) and priestly garments (Ex. 28:2).


THE FINEST LEATHERS 
Given the sanctuary was moved around from location to location and thus was subject to varying elements, 
the finest leathers were also called for. The ram skins and goatskins, known for their tremendous durability, 
were used to construct the outside covering for the sanctuary (Ex. 26:14). Additionally, these were decorative 
skins. The participle “reddened” indicates a dyed or painted process, rather than a natural reddening which 
would be conveyed with a slightly different word. Even the outside of the sanctuary was to exhibit beauty.


THE FINEST WOOD 
Acacia wood is known for its tremendous hardness and thus made an excellent material for constructing well 
made, long lasting furniture, as well as any structural supports for the entire structure itself.


THE FINEST OIL & INCENSE 
The oil served a number of purposes. It fuels the oil lamps in the tabernacle lamp stand (Ex. 25:3, 27:20-21). 
Additionally, it likely served as the base ingredient for the anointing oils used by the priests along with any 
additional fragrances added (Ex. 30:22). 


SEMIPRECIOUS STONES 
The stones were used to adorn the ephod (Ex. 28:6), the breastplate of judgment (Ex. 28:15), and the priests’ 
oracular pouch (Ex. 28:21).


You might be wondering: “But where did they acquire such materials?” After all, the Israelites were still in the 
middle of the wilderness. While some of these things could have been procured in the wild, there is no doubt 
that some of this was highly sought after and therefore not easily obtainable. How, then, did they acquire 
these things? Duane Garrett reminds us: “If they passed through Midian, as seems certain, they may have 
traded for material en route. Since they needed tents for themselves, they would have had a high incentive to 
acquire such tent-making materials. In addition, since they did come out of Egypt with great wealth, the 
expense would not have been a major issue.” 
4

The Pattern 
One detail that is easy to passover is the “pattern” by which the Israelites are to build this sanctuary (Ex. 25:9).  
Two points should be made on this word. For one, what pattern does God have in mind? The New Testament 
book of Hebrews helps us answer this. Hebrews 8:5 gives a clear reason for why there is a pattern, and even 
quotes Exodus 25:9: “They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to 

 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews 2

(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 563-564.

 John I Durham, Exodus, vol. 3 of Word Biblical Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1987), 354.3

 Duane A. Garrett, A Commentary on Exodus, Kregel Exegetical Library (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2014), 558.4
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erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that 
was shown you on the mountain.” The idea unfolded in Hebrews 8 is that the tabernacle was to be an earthly 
representation of a heavenly reality. In other words, if Moses and the Israelites followed the pattern perfectly in 
their construction of the tabernacle, going into the tabernacle would be like going into the heavenly dwelling 
place. It’s like a mirror of the real thing. 


There is another significant detail here, however, that we can build upon. While the book of Exodus is written 
in Hebrew, the book of Hebrews is written in Greek. The Greek term for “pattern” is τύπος (typos), from which 
we get the theological term “typology.” Typology is the idea that there are both people and sometimes 
concepts in the Old Testament that serve as a type for something that will come into substance in the New 
Testament. King David is a type of Christ. The Immanuel figure in Isaiah 7 is a type of the final Immanuel, 
Jesus Christ, in Matthew 1. In other words, these Old Testament concepts or people are patterned after a 
heavenly reality; they are a shadow of what is to come. The “pattern” of the tabernacle sets forth a literal 
example of a type (the tabernacle) that has final fulfillment in heavenly reality. It is a shadow of the dwelling 
place of God, that is eventually to come down onto earth (Rev. 21:2-3).


What About Now? 
One of the key takeaways is that God is worth our best, and this works itself out in a lot of ways. It affects our 
clothing we wear to worship. However, let me qualify this. Some people have taken this to mean we should 
wear suits, ties, and the best Sunday dresses to church. There is certainly nothing wrong with this. The issue 
is that those clothing items are simply not “the best” some people have to offer. Some people have a nicer 
shirt and a nicer pair of jeans, and that’s fine. Some people have rags, and that’s fine too. It’s the posture of 
the heart, not the price tag of the outfit. God desires a heart of praise more than anything else. However, we 
should also give a warning on the other side of this. While suits and ties should not be mandated, we also 
should not be ok with careless outfits either. Again, it’s a posture of the heart. If we desire to come worship 
the LORD, we should not be careless in our approach to it. This principle also affects our worship spaces. We 
ought to care for our space that God gives us to worship Him. We ought to bring a sense of excellence in 
what we build for worship purposes. Artistic beauty matters to God, and it should matter to us as well. 


Study Questions 
Day One 

1. Read Exodus 25:1-2. What did the LORD tell Moses to say to the people?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 25:3. What precious metals are mentioned in this verse? What purpose did they serve?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Two 
1. Read Exodus 25:4. What fabrics are demanded? Why purposes did they serve?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Read Exodus 25:5. What leathers were mentioned? According to the notes, what purpose did they serve?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Three 
1. Read Exodus 25:6. According to the notes, what was the purpose of the oil and incense?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 25:7. According to the notes, what purpose did the stones serve?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Four 
1. Read Exodus 25:8. What was the purpose of the sanctuary?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 25:9. According to what was Moses to build the sanctuary?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss the Text! 

Week 69 Discussion: Your Sunday Best 
You’ve no doubt heard people talk about being “dressed in their Sunday best,” but where does this idea come 
from? No doubt, it comes from passages like Exodus 25:1-9, wherein the people are instructed to provide 
only the finest materials for the house of worship for the LORD. Talk as a group about what this means, what it 
does not mean, and how you can be more mindful in bringing your best to the LORD.


1. Icebreaker: Do you think Sunday attire matters? Why or why not?

2. When can having high standards for church clothing become counterproductive to the Gospel?

3. Do you think church architecture matters? Why or why not?

4. When can having high standards for church architecture become counterproductive to the Gospel?

5. What does coming to church with a heart ready to worship really mean? 

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Ask your child what his most treasured possession is. Now, ask him if he would be 

willing to give that item to the LORD as an act of worship. That is what was being required of the people 
of God. They were asked to offer the most valuable things they could acquire.


Takeaways: 
1. The LORD told Moses to tell the people to bring an offering of the finest metals, fabrics, leathers, wood, 

oils, incense, and stones they had.

2. Moses was instructed to build the tabernacle according to the “pattern” the LORD gave him.
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