City on a Hill July 20, 2025 Session 70: Exodus 25:10-22
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THE GOD WHO RESCUES

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 25:10-22
To understand more about the Ark of the Covenant.

Read the Text:

They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its
height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it.
12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it.
13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to
carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the
testimony that | shall give you. 17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a
half its breadth. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat.
19 Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on
its two ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to
another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the
ark you shall put the testimony that | shall give you. 22 There | will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, | will speak with you about all that | will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.
(Exodus 25:10-22, ESV)

Study the Text:

The Ark of the Covenant

Verses 10 through 22 give specific details concerning the Ark of the Covenant (you know, that boxy thing that
melted everyone’s faces off in Indiana Jones: Raiders of the Lost Ark). But what is it? The term “ark” is the
Hebrew word that means “box, chest, or coffin,” depending on the context. In the context of the Book of
Exodus, it’s a box or chest that was meant to contain valuable, sacred items per the direction of the LORD,
and which also doubled as a throne for the LORD
(with notably no statue of God sitting upon it due to
the second commandment’s prohibition against any
graven images). This section of Exodus gives us the
most detailed picture of how the box would have
looked. Below is a breakdown of some of the key
details in this passage.

THE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
The ark dimensions were “two cubits and half cubit” by “a cubit and a half” and “a cubit and a half” (Ex.

25:10). But what does that really mean? Old Testament scholar Douglas Stuart provides some helpful clarity:
“A cubit was the distance from the tip of a man’s middle finger to the end of his elbow when his hand was
held flat and straight in the plane of his forearm, that is, about eighteen inches.”! That means, give or take, the

1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 567.

Life Bible Study 1



City on a Hill July 20, 2025 Session 70: Exodus 25:10-22

ark would have been somewhere around 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches tall.

There is, however, some thought that perhaps there was also
a so-called “royal cubit,” that was 21 inches per cubit, based
on 2 Chronicles 3:3, which gave Solomon’s dimensions for
“pbuilding the house of God” according to “the old standard.”
Therefore, if we assume that the ark was based on the royal
cubit, and not the standard cubit, the dimensions would be
somewhere around 52.5 inches long, 31.5 inches wide, and
31.5 inches deep. Regardless, the description gives us a
baseline for the approximate size of the ark.

RINGS AND POLES
Verses 12 through 15 describe four rings that were to be cast out of gold and placed one each of the four feet

of the structure. This does not mean at the bottom of the ark, necessarily, but rather fixed onto the “leg” part
of the structure. Inside of those poles were to be two poles made of acacia wood and overlayed with gold.
These poles, as can be seen in the above picture, were used to transport the ark from place to place (before
reaching its final destination in Israel [see 2 Sam. 6]). Verse 15 further dictates that the polls should not be
removed from the rings.

THE TESTIMONY
Beyond being symbolic of God’s presence, the ark functioned as a holding place for the two tablets on which

the Ten Commandments were written, noted here as “the testimony.” Often the Ark of the Covenant is referred
to as the Ark of the Testimony, because it held within it the commandments given to Moses on Sinai. We know
that because after the tablets were broken and subsequently remade, God told Moses to place those tablets,
the testimony of His law, into the ark as well (Deut. 10:1-5). Beyond that, the New Testament book of Hebrews
mentions this as well: “Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having
the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden
urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant” (Heb. 9:3-4).

THE MERCY SEAT
Fixed on the top of the ark was the “mercy seat,” made of “of pure gold” and measuring “two cubits and a

half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth” (Ex. 25:17). Note that this is the exact same
measurements in length and breadth of the ark itself, meaning that the mercy seat would have been flush to
the top of it with no margin around the edges. But what is the mercy seat? J. M. Gundry-Volf writes: “The
‘Mercy seat’ recalls the place in the holy of holies where God’s saving mercy was supremely manifested in
atonement for sins accomplished through the OT cult.”2 It was the symbolic throne upon which the LORD
reigned, specifically in dulling out mercy to those in need of atonement. It is subsequently mentioned in
Hebrews 9:5: “Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot
now speak in detail.”

CHERUBIM
Finally, affixed to the top of the mercy are the two cherubim, made from gold as the rest of the ark, “on the

two ends of the mercy seat” (Ex. 25:18). They are to spread their wings over the seat, a sign of immense
holiness. Further, the symbol of the cherub is significant. John Durham notes, “The cherubs have usually been

2 J. M. Gundry-Volf, Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, s.v. “EXPIATION, PROPITIATION, MERCY SEAT,” 279.
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connected with Yahweh'’s throne, both as guardians and as bearer.”3 They were the ones placed in the garden
to prevent anyone from entering it after the fall (Gen. 3:24). They are also fixed in other prominent positions
including the curtains of the tabernacle (Ex. 26:1, 31, 36:8) and notably the inner-sanctuary of the Temple (1
Kings 6:23-38). Cherubim seem to be warrior angels more than anything else and so it makes sense that they
are placed here. The Ark of the Covenant is a sacred object, a holy artifact that not only symbolizes the
presence of the LORD, but contains within it His decrees. To touch it, would kill you, as it did Uzzah (2 Sam.
6:7).

What About Now?

One takeaway is, like last week, the beauty and quality put into housing such sacred items. The importance of
the Ten Commandments cannot be overstated. The value of such items required proper containment, but
beyond that, proper respect. The Ark of the Covenant met both of those requirements. Another takeaway is
the role of cherubim. We often conceptualize cherubim as little babies in diapers with wings and a bow and
arrow, but that is not at all how Scripture presents them. They are fierce, terrifying, warrior beings. They stand
at the ready near the garden, the throne, the tabernacle, and the Temple.

Study Questions

Day One
1. Read Exodus 25:10-11. What were they commanded to make? What materials were to be used? With

what was it to be overlayed?

2. Read Exodus 25:12-15. Where were the rings to be placed? What were they to be made of? What was
placed through the rings? What were they to be made of and what was their purpose?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 25:16. What was to be placed in the ark? Read Hebrews 9:3-4. What else was contained
within it?

2. Read Exodus 25:17. What was the mercy seat made of and what were the dimensions of it? What did the
mercy seat symbolize?

3 John | Durham, Exodus, vol. 3 of Word Biblical Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1987), 359.
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Day Three
1. Read Exodus 25:18-19. Describe the cherubim. What materials were used to make them and what

position were they placed in?

2. Read Exodus 25:20. What is significant about their wings being spread over the mercy seat?

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 25:21. Where was the mercy seat placed on the Ark of the Covenant?

2. Read Exodus 25:22. What did God say concerning how He would use the ark to speak to the people?

Discuss the Text!

Week 70 Discussion: The Holiness of God

In 2 Samuel 6, as the Ark of the Covenant was being moved, it fell because “the oxen stumbled” (2 Sam. 6:6).
Uzzah, one of David’s men responded by touching the ark, something they were forbidden from doing
because of the holiness of the ark, and this transgression resulted in the LORD striking him down (2 Sam. 6:7).
Talk as a group about the holiness of God. Do you believe God is holy? If so, how does that shape the way
you speak about Him, worship Him, and speak to Him.

1. lcebreaker: What does the word “holiness” make you think of?

2. What does it mean to become holy as a believer in Christ?

3. The word “holiness” means “separate from the whole.” How is your life “separate” from the world?

4. Inthe New Covenant in Christ, we are brought into a kind of fellowship with God that the Old Covenant
did not include. How do we strike the balance between holiness and intimate fellowship with God?

5. Read 1 Peter 3:15. What does it mean to honor “Christ the Lord as holy” in your hearts?

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Ask your child to imagine something perfect and clean, or someone who is never
wrong. Explain to them that God is pure and unlike anything else in the world, and is never wrong.

Takeaways:

1. The Ark of the Covenant was constructed of acacia wood and gold, and contained within it the Ten

Commandments.
2. The top of the ark contained the mercy seat with two golden cherubim facing one another on either side.
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