City on a Hill June 22, 2025 Session 66: Exodus 23:20-33
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THE GOD WHO REDEEMS

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 23:20-33
To understand more about God’s promise for Israel’s Conquest.

Read the Text:

Behold, | send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that | have prepared. 21 Pay careful attention to
him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him. 22 But if you carefully
obey his voice and do all that | say, then | will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 23 When my angel goes
before you and brings you to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and | blot
them out, 24 you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall utterly overthrow them and break their
pillars in pieces. 25 You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and your water, and | will take sickness away from
among you. 26 None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; | will fulfill the number of your days. 27 | will send my terror before you and
will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and | will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And | will
send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29 | will not drive them out
from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30 Little by little | will drive them out
from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. 31 And | will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines,
and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, for | will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you.
32 You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you. (Exodus 23:20-33 ESV)

Study the Text:

The Story Continues

Chapter 23 begins with a few more rules, but here it shifts back to a narrative. The last few chapters have
mainly focused on rules to know how to relate to one another (mainly Israelite to Israelite), but beginning in
verse 20, God starts to show the Israelites that now they must obey Him even when surrounded by those who
do not. Below is a breakdown of some of the keywords and phrases in this passage.

MY NAME IS IN HIM
Verse 20 picks up the main story with God speaking to His people: “Behold, | send an angel before you to

guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that | have prepared.” God is clear here about the purpose
of the angel. He will go before Israel to guard them, but they must be careful to obey him. A long time from
now, when Joshua will lead the people of Israel across the Jordan, he runs into the commander of the army of
the Lord. When Joshua asks him, "Are you for us, or for our adversaries?,” the commander’s answer is simply,
“No” (Josh. 5:14). Joshua was asking the wrong question! The commander, as well as the angel presented
here (maybe even the same angel), is not for or against Israel. He has come simply because the Lord
commanded it. He obeyed because the Lord’s name is in him. God continues to speak to Israel in verse 21:
“He will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.” The Lord lays out a lot of rules for the
Israelites, and notes that the angel He has sent will not pardon their transgression if they fail to obey these
statues. In other words, the angel is not one to mediate between God and man. Judgment will likely follow.

DO ALL THAT I SAY
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God continues: “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that | say, then | will be an enemy to your
enemies and an adversary to your adversaries” (Ex. 23:22). This is a beautiful promise. What must Israel do to
have the angel be an enemy to their enemy and an adversary to their adversaries? Well, there are two things.
“Obey the voice of the angel” and “do all that the Lord says.” The language of obeying the voice of the angel
is most likely tactical in nature since the angel was not the prophet promised by Moses who “shall speak to
them all that | command him” (Deut. 18:18). Nevertheless, the angel’s voice must still be obeyed. This seems
like something that Israel would do without hesitation, right? Obey the angel! However, they will soon rebel
against the promise of God for the land, and God will subsequently refuse them entry into the land for 40
years due to lack of courage (even with the angel) which leads them to try and take the land by force (Deut. 1).

I BLOT THEM OUT
To modern ears this is very concerning language, but Exodus is not concerned with current cultural context as

much as it was written for instruction. Here is a prime example. All the way back in Genesis 15, around 400
years earlier than the writing of Exodus 23, Abraham is given the promise of the Exodus from Egypt. He enters
a covenant with God that includes the land currently inhabited by, “the Amorites and the Hittites and the
Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites” (Gen. 15:18-20). And God says something very
important that helps us understand why He will now, “blot them out.” God says, “And [Abraham’s offspring]
shall come back here in the fourth generation,” that is this moment, in Exodus 23, “for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.” God did not blot out the Amorites (and other groups) 400 years earlier because
their iniquity was not yet complete. They could have repented, like Nineveh (see: the Book of Jonah), at any
time during the 400 years, but instead their sin became greater and greater (as sin has a tendency of doing).
Therefore, Israel must blot them out in order to bring justice to the Amorites’ iniquity.

BLESSING
The promise of blessing through obedience is given in verse 25: “You shall serve the Lord your God, and he

will bless your bread and your water, and | will take sickness away from among you. None shall miscarry or be
barren in your land; | will fulfill the number of your days.” This is not the first time that God has promised
blessings for obedience. After crossing the Red Sea the Lord said, “If you will diligently listen to the voice of
the Lord your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments and keep all his
statutes, | will put none of the diseases on you that | put on the Egyptians, for | am the Lord, your healer” (Ex.
15; Deut. 11). The people are constantly reminded of the blessings of obedience, but unfortunately because
their desires are not always aligned with God’s desires, they choose to reject these promises and, in turn, face
the consequences of their rebellion.

LITTLE BY LITTLE
In verses 29 and 30, God says: "I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become

desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. Little by little | will drive them out from before you, until you
have increased and possess the land.” There is a town in Norway where the number of polar bears is so high
compared to the amount of people that the governor had to create guidelines for “FIREARMS AND
PROTECTIVE AND SCARING EQUIPMENT AGAINST POLAR BEARS.” While most likely polar bears were not
the fear here in Exodus 23, the concern is similar. Wild beasts would multiply against Israel if they did not have
the people to inhabit it. Israel, while a few million people, would not be able to inhabit the land God was
providing upon entry. It was vast. The promise was large (the way God likes to promise). So, they would
conquer, dwell, multiply, and then repeat. The whole land was promised for obedience, and was no less a
promise to be hoped in if they had one city or the whole land.
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SNARE TO YOU
*Spoiler: The people of Israel do not obey the Lord. While here, the text seems extreme: “They shall not dwell

in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you,”
scripture gives us many stories over the next few books of the Bible that shows this exact transgression
happening, over and over again. There are stories in Judges and Numbers (and other places) that show Israel
constantly following the sins of the people with whom they tried to cohabitate with in the land, which directly
defied God’s orders.

What About Now?

One takeaway is that even though the Israelites are headed to the promised land, it is not just going to be an
empty land flowing with milk and honey. They must obey the Lord and conquer those who have rejected him
for many generations. Another takeaway is that the land will be given little by little. While the fear here in
Exodus is wild beasts, the application can be expanded into our own lives today. If we bite off more than we
can chew, sometimes life will start to bite back.

Study Questions
Day One

1. Read Exodus 23:20-21. Why did God send an angel before them? How should they act towards the
angel?

2. Read Exodus 23:22. If the people obey, what will the angel do?

Day Two

1. Read Exodus 23:23. List the people groups that the angel will bring Israel toward?

2. Read Exodus 23:24. What should the people not do when they encounter these groups of people? What
are they to do instead?

Day Three

1. Read Exodus 23:25-30. Why will the Lord not drive out the wild animals in one year?
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2. Read Exodus 23:31. What are the people’s borders?

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 23:32-33. Why should the people who the Lord drives out not live in the land?

2. How is serving their gods “a snare?”

Discuss the Text!

Week 66 Discussion: The Slow Plans of God

Exodus 23:20-33 gives one reason that Israel will not take over all of the promise land at one time. The people
are not ready. If the Lord gave them all of the land at once, the beasts of the field would have come and
multiplied against them. Today we do not necessarily face wild beasts (although sometimes it is literally wild
beasts) but distractions, commitments, and other unplanned responsibilities abound. Talk as a group about
the same principle in your own life.

Icebreaker: Have you ever bitten off more than you could chew?

How did you feel when it caught up to you? How did you relieve the situation?

If God controls the wild beasts why would he let them multiply against them? (Hint: obedience)
In your life, what are some of these “wild beasts”?

Why would God let the “wild beasts” multiply against you?

ok own =

Takeaways:

1. The LORD sends an angel to guard the people of Israel, but they must obey as he will not pardon their
transgressions.
2. The process of obtaining the promise land will consist of short victories sustained over a long time.
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