City on a Hill June 8, 2025 Session 64: Exodus 22:16-31
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THE GOD WHO REDEEMS

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 22:16-31
To understand more about the importance of respecting the human person.

Read the Text:

If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price for her and make her his wife. 17 If her father
utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal to the bride-price for virgins. 18 You shall not permit a sorceress to live. 19
Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death. 20 Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to
destruction. 21 You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not mistreat any
widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, | will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath will burn, and | will
kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless. 25 If you lend money to any of my people with
you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor’s
cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what
else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, | will hear, for | am compassionate. 28 You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.
29 You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of your sons you shall
give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day you shall
give it to me. 31 You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw it to
the dogs. (Exodus 22:16-31, ESV)

Study the Text:
Respecting the Human Person

Exodus 22:16-31 moves from laws concerning the respect of personal property to laws concerning the
respect of human persons. Below is a breakdown of the laws given.

A LAW AGAINST STEALING VIRGINITY (VS.16-17)
This first law almost serves a bridge between personal property and respecting persons. It may grate against

our modern sensibilities (as much of this study has already), but the “virgin” daughter in mind would have
been seen in some sense as property to be bartered with. A father could set a price for the bride that man
would have to pay before marrying her. For example, in Genesis 29, Jacob is required to work for seven years
before he can marry Rachel (Gen. 29:20). Of course, he is duped into marrying Leah, and then has to work an
additional seven years to finally marry the woman he desired to marry in the beginning (Gen. 29:30). The point
is that daughters were a valuable commodity, for there are always men seeking after a wife. The father of the
daughter could exact a kind of labor for his daughter’s hand in marriage.

Thus, this first law is an important protective measure against taking the virginity of a woman before she can
be married. Her virginity was of the utmost importance in the ancient world, and thus for her to have been with
a man prior to marriage would mean she was not pure and therefore not “valuable” for a labor trade. It’s
important to note that this is not talking about rape. The term “seduced” indicates that she was a willing
participant. It’s also important to note that the daughter would have had a good amount of pride in what her
father could retrieve for her hand in marriage. This feels very foreign and wrong to us today, but this was a
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normative practice that was not forced upon anyone. To not desire to remain pure was indicative of a lack of
self-worth. To not desire a fair labor exchange for one’s family was to disobey the fifth commandment to
honor father and mother.

A LAW AGAINST SORCERY (V.18)
Verse 18 prescribes the death penalty for those who practice sorcery. Again, we like to think we have evolved

in moral and social standards as moderns, but we would be painfully mistaken. That this seems harsh to us is
only indicative that we do not have a strong enough disdain for sorcery. In other words, it isn’t that the
ancients’ laws were too harsh, it’s that our view of sin is not harsh enough. Now, with that said, it should also
be clearly stated that the Old Covenant has been replaced with the new; mercy triumphs over judgment (Ja.
2:13). According to Duane Garrett, sorcery “involves humans working with magic and demonic forces in order
to achieve their goals (gaining power, wealth, revenge, and so forth).”! It should be noted that even pagans
feared sorcery. Garrett notes an inscription of a Hittite law condemning sorcery: “[If] anyone forms clay for [an
image] (for magical purposes), it is sorcery (and) a case for the king’s court.”2 Because of its potential
destructive properties, the Old Testament expressly condemns sorcery (Lev. 19:26; Deut. 18:9-14; 2 Kg.
9:21-26; Jer. 27:8-11; Nah. 3:1-4; Mal. 3:5). While Christians today often write off magic or sorcery as a make-
believe, it was not seen as such in the Old Testament. The threat of demonic entanglement was and still is
real, and therefore actual sorcery (and crucially, not movies that are “magical” themed) should be avoided
entirely.

A LAW AGAINST DEGRADING BEHAVIOR (VS.19-20)
Verses 19 and 20 give laws against degrading behaviors. Both beastiality and idolatry were seen as actions

that were truly degrading to the human person. Beastiality was not a common sin, but it was one specifically
warned against for a few reasons, most of which are obvious. It shows a complete perversion of the sexual
gift. It is harmful to the human body. It is a rejection of godliness. But more than that, it is also likely connected
with Canaanite fertility practices, and thus was seen as a violation of the covenant with Yahweh. This, along
with idolatry in general, was to be rejected. While the one who practices beastiality “shall be put to death” (Ex.
22:19), the one who practices idolatry “shall be devoted to destruction,” (Ex. 22:20), but what does that
mean? In general, it still means death, although the verb could connote a “ban” on that person from the
covenant community, leaving them as destitute wanderers, vulnerable to predatorial attacks from outsiders
and wild animals.

A LAW AGAINST ILL-TREATMENT OF OTHERS (VS.21-31)
The remaining laws in verses 21 through 31 all have to do with the ill-treatment of other individuals. Verses 21

through 24 concern the treatment of “sojourners,” a Hebrew word that means “stranger or alien.” The
Israelites were to give special care to the sojourner, for they themselves were once sojourners in the land of
Egypt. It would be hypocritical, then, to treat an alien in a manner inconsistent with how they desired to be
treated when they were aliens. Christians today are seen as sojourners in this world, awaiting their king to
return, and thus we ought to also embody a kind of empathy for strangers and aliens.

However, a few things ought to be said about this as it pertains to our modern society and the issue of
immigration. We ought to always have compassion for every human being. However, we cannot confuse the
laws of Israel, a theocratic nation, with the laws of America (or any other country for that matter), which are
not representative of the “people of God.” The people of God belong now to the church (Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Pet.

1 Duane A. Garrett, A Commentary on Exodus, Kregel Exegetical Library (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2014), 517.

2 Garrett, A Commentary on Exodus, 517,
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3:9). There is no Jew or Gentile, but only Christian. Therefore, it would be improper to foist upon any nation
the laws of the Old Testament. Additionally, it should be noted that while Israel was to give care for the alien,
the alien was expected to adopt the covenant standards of Israel if they remained. A modern and secular
example of this would look like America taking in refugees who wanted to stay, but forcing them to become
citizens and participate in society according to the laws of this land.

Additionally, the people of God were not to exact interest on the poor (Ex. 22:25), nor should you borrow the
cloak of an individual and keep it overnight (Ex. 22:26-27). Reviling the authority given to rulers by God was
also seen as an offense against God Himself (Ex. 22:28). Finally, the people were to give the first fruits of their
crops and even their sons to God for sacrifice. However, as Exodus 13:13 dictates, the human sons were to
be “redeemed” rather than sacrificed. All of these statutes reflected the importance of human dignity and the
holiness of God.

What About Now?

One takeaway is the importance of chastity. Christians have the difficult and yet necessary task of upholding
the tension between unapologetically standing for sexual purity, and at the same time speaking grace to those
who sin sexually and reminding them of the forgiveness of God when we confess and repent. Too often,
Christians choose one value to emphasize at the expense of the other. We are either outspoken for sexual
purity and unintentionally communicate to those who have sinned sexually that they are worthless. Either that,
or we are silent on the importance of purity in order to not offend. Both miss the mark. We must uphold all
virtues that lead to holiness while leaving room for grace when we fail. Another takeaway is reality of sorcery.
Sorcery is real, and it ought to be taken seriously. While make believe and fantasy-related movies and shows
are not equivalents, Christians ought to deeply examine we do and participate in before agreeing. Finally, we
ought to avoid any behaviors that degrade ourselves or other people. We must recognize that all people are
made in the image of God and therefore are deserving of dignity and care, regardless of their religious,
political, or national ties. At the same time, we must not politicize our care for others. We belong to the
church, first and foremost, and our laws are higher than the laws of any nation.

Study Questions
Day One
1. Read Exodus 22:16-17. What was this law intended to prevent? What example of this practice was given
from the book of Genesis?

2. Read Exodus 22:18. What was this law intended to prevent? What does this imply about sorcery?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 22:19-20. What were these two laws intended to prevent? What do these laws say about

the importance of holiness?
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2. Read Exodus 22:21-24. Why were the Israelites not to oppress aliens or strangers?

Day Three
1. Read Exodus 22:25-27. What were these two laws intended to prevent?

2. Read Exodus 22:28. What was this law intended to prevent?

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 22:29-30. What was to be offered to God? Why?

2. Read Exodus 22:31. What was this law to prevent? Why?

Discuss the Text!

Week 64 Discussion: Put to Death Sinful Desires

One theme that continually arises in the book of Exodus is the importance and value of human life. We are to
treat others with dignity, and we are even to treat ourselves with dignity. Colossians 3:5 says, “Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry.” All of these “earthly” desires, when left unchecked, lead to the violation of human beings. Talk as a
group about how these desires affect yourself and others in a negative manner.

1. Icebreaker: What do you think the most destructive “desire” is to our modern society? Why?

2. How does sexual immortally violate human beings?

3. How does covetousness violate human beings?

4. Of these desires, which do you struggle the most with? Have you ever addressed it through a Freedom
Group? If not, why not?

5. How should the church treat “aliens” today?

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Talk about the importance of expressing our feelings and working through them.
Often, things like anger and jealousy can take root and lead us to mistreating other people, and so we
need to identify those feelings and deal with them so that we love others as we are intended.

Takeaways:

1. Any practices that are degrading to the human being are strictly to be rejected.
2. The purpose of these laws is not self-righteousness, but a holy life before God.
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