City on a Hill July 27, 2025 Session 71: Exodus 25:23-40
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THE GOD WHO RESCUES

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 25:23-40
To understand more about the Table of Showbread and the Golden Lampstand.

Read the Text:

You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 24 You shall
overlay it with pure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25 And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth wide, and a molding
of gold around the rim. 26 And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27 Close to
the frame the rings shall lie, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with
gold, and the table shall be carried with these. 29 And you shall make its plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with
which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence on the table before me
regularly. 31 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its
calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the
lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms,
each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch—
so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms,
with their calyxes and flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36
Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall
make seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their trays shall be of
pure gold. 39 It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the pattern for
them, which is being shown you on the mountain. (Exodus 25:10-22, ESV)

Study the Text:
More Construction

Verses 23 through 40 finish out the “construction” theme of chapter 25. The chapter begins with the
contributions of the finest materials to be used for constructing the Ark of the Covenant, the Table for Bread,
and the Golden Lampstands. Below is a breakdown of both the table and the lampstands with attention to
key details for each.

THE TABLE OF SHOWBREAD
Why a table? Understand that the tabernacle was the dwelling place of

God, where He would live among His people. The LORD would reside
symbolically at the back of the tabernacle by means of the Ark of the
Covenant. The front area contained several other pieces of furniture that
were common for living spaces. Old Testament scholar Douglas Stuart
notes: “The first of these pieces of household-style furniture to be
described is the table. It was primarily for food—a dining table of sorts, symbolizing the fact that Yahweh
really did live among his people and inhabit his house in much the same way that they inhabited theirs.”

1 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2 of The New American Commentary, eds. E. Ray Clendenen and Kenneth A. Mathews
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), 572.
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A cursory reading reveals that the construction of this table was similar in a number of ways to the
construction of the Ark of the Covenant. Both were made of acacia wood and overlayed with gold (Ex.
25:10-11, 23-24). Both were similar shapes. Both were decorative and functional (the ark holding items within
it and the table holding items on it). Both had gold rings on the sides with wooden poles overlaid with gold
running through them (Ex. 25:12-14, 26-27). However, the table was also slightly smaller but with longer legs,
again because of its function. Additionally, verse 29 demands the construction of the dishes that were to go
on top of the table, all of which were also to be made of “pure gold.”

Verse 30 is important. While no great detail is given, it does at least mention the Bread of the Presence, a
small bread cake that was to be placed at “Yahweh’s face” (The Hebrew literally could be rendered “on the
table before My face” in verse 30). While Exodus 25 focuses more on the table upon which the Bread of the
Presence sat, Leviticus 24:5-9 focuses on the bread itself. The name is derived unsurprisingly from the fact
that it is bread that resided in the “presence” of God. It’s also sometimes referred to as “showbread” or
“shewbread” (if you are fundamentalist who prefers to sound more religious than normal Christians). The
bread was to be placed in two rows of six loaves, equalling twelve total loaves (a nod to the twelve tribes).2

THE BREAD OF THE PRESENCE IN SCRIPTURE
The Bread of the Presence was to be placed on the table every Sabbath (Lev. 24:8), and it was only to be

consumed by the priests (Lev. 24:9; Matt. 12:3-4). There are, however, a couple of notable times in which the
bread was consumed by non-priests. The first occurs in 1 Samuel 21:1-6, in which David goes to the city of
Nob and asks the priest for food for him and his men. The priest had “no common bread on hand,” but only
“holy bread,” or Bread of the Presence. He reasons that as long as the men had kept themselves clean from
sexual impurity, he would give them the bread. The reasoning behind this is crucial to understand. While
Levitical law was important, it was not as important as the higher law to love one’s own neighbor (Lev. 19:18),
which Jesus Himself defines as a command like the greatest command (Matt. 12:5-6).

It’s on this basis that the second story occurs with Jesus and His apostles. In Matthew 12, Jesus is charged
by the Pharisees for allowing His disciples to “pluck heads of grain” in order to eat them “on the Sabbath”
(Matt. 12:1). Jesus appeals to 1 Samuel 21:1-6 and makes the case that the value of life is more important
than the value of law. Further, Jesus is “greater than the Temple,” and therefore has the authority to make
such a decision. The point of both stories is to point out that while the bread symbolized the presence of God
and was therefore to be treated with great reverence, it was also still bread, and if it needed to be consumed
by a human being to preserve their life, that was permissible. The reverence of things that indicate the
sacredness of God are never to supersede the value of what God Himself considers sacred, and God values
human life above all else.

THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND
After the table, they were also commanded to make “a lampstand of pure gold,” that was “made of

hammered work” and joined together into one single unit (Ex. 25:31). No specific height is given, but it is
thought to have been about 5 to 6 feet tall, with a base (also unspecified) that gave it stability to sit on the
ground. Verse 32 describes it to have a tree-like shape with “branches going out of its sides,” with three on
one side and three on the other. There were also to be “cups” that were made “to look like almond blossoms,”

2 Note that “twelve” is a significant number in the Bible. It represents the Twelve Tribes of Israel in the Old Testament as
well as the twelve apostles in the New Testament. It also, when multiplied together (a combining of the OT and NT) along
with a thousand (another significant number in the Bible that means a large amount of something), you end up with
144,000, the symbolic representation of the people of God in John’s Apocalypse.
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so that the oil cups with flame came out of what looked like a blossoming flower. The term “calyx” simply
means “bud.” This would have been a beautiful image out of which the light of Yahweh came forth. Given that
there were three cups for each branch, and there were six total branches, there were would have been
eighteen total places on the branches where oil lamps could be placed. Beyond that, there were four cups on
the tree itself, for a total of twenty two total oil lamp positions. However, not all the positions would be used
for actual lamps. Verse 37 indicates that only “seven lamps” should be made for it, a number that is deeply
symbolic as well. John, in Revelation 1:12 says, “| turned to see the voice speaking to me, and on turning |
saw seven golden lampstands.”

The symbolism of the golden lampstand should not be missed. Bear in mind that the construction of the
tabernacle walls was four layers thick. Philip Graham Ryken notes, “Its inner lining was made of fine linen,
covered with cloth woven from goat’s hair. These two layers, in turn, were covered with ram skins. Over the
top went a waterproof tarp made from the thick hides of sea cows.”3 With that many layers, the inner-sanctum
would have been incredibly dark. Therefore, it is the light of God that shines in the dark, illuminating the place
where the priest would come in the holiest part of the tabernacle. God’s light shines in the darkness, lighting
our footsteps as we carry out His will (Ps. 119:105).

What About Now?

One takeaway is the reality that God intends to dwell with His people. He did so symbolically here; He did so
physically in the man Christ Jesus (Jn. 1:14). He will one day with all of his people (Rev. 21:3). Another
takeaway is the power of God’s light in darkness. The golden lampstand is a reminder that God calls us into
the darkest places and guides us by His light.

Study Questions

Day One
1. Read Exodus 25:23-24. What does this table remind you of? How is it similar? (Hint: See above notes)

2. Read Exodus 25:25-28. What do these verses describe?

Day Two
1. Read Exodus 25:29-30. What were the dishes to be made of? What is the Bread of the Presence?

2. Read Exodus 25:31-32. In your own words, describe the golden lampstand. What did it look like?

3 Philip Graham Ryken, Exodus: Saved for God'’s Glory, Preaching the Word, eds. R. Kent Hughes (Wheaton: Crossway
Books, 2005), 835.
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Day Three

1. Read Exodus 25:33-36. What did the cups for oil resemble? How many cups were placed on each
branch? How many cups were placed on the lampstand itself?

2. Read Exodus 25:37. How many lamps were to be made? What material was to be used?

Day Four
1. Read Exodus 25:38-39. What were the tongs, trays, and utensils to be made of?

2. Read Exodus 25:40. What “pattern” is being referred to in this passage?

Discuss the Text!

Week 71 Discussion: The Presence of God

God desires to dwell with His people. The furniture of God’s “living quarters” symbolizes His residence among
His people. He later dwells with us in Christ (Jn. 1:14). Revelation says He will dwell with us forever (Rev.
21:3). But Scripture also promises He dwells with us now, in the power of His Spirit. Talk as a group about the
way the presence of God has impacted your life.

Icebreaker: Name one person you love to be around? Why do you love being in their presence?

Read John 1:14. What did the presence of Jesus Christ display for those around Him?

Read Matthew 28:20b. What does it mean that Jesus is with us?

When do you feel the presence of God most strongly?

Do you need to “feel” the presence of God in order for Him to actually be there? Why or why not?

Kid Talk (For Home): At bedtime, ask your child if they feel safer when you are in the room with them while
they go to sleep. Ask them why? It’s because your presence is soothing to them. In the same way, God’s
presence is soothing to us. It brings us security in times of trouble.

ook~

Ta keaways:

The table for the bread of the presence was to be constructed similar to the Ark of the Covenant.
The Bread of the Presence was the “food” that the LORD would eat, since He dwelled with them.
The golden lampstand provided light in the darkest part of the tabernacle.

The furniture constructed for the tabernacle symbolized that God dwelt with His people.

oo
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