
City on a Hill November 9, 2025 Session 86: Exodus 35:1-40:33

SESSION OBJECTIVE: EXODUS 35:1-40:33. 
To understand more about the grace of God that covers our sin.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Summary of the Text: 
Exodus chapters 35 through 40 are the fulfillment of what is commanded through Exodus chapters 25 through 31. In the earlier chapters, 
great detail was given to the contributions needed for the construction of the Tabernacle (Ex. 25:1-9), the construction of the Ark of the 
Covenant (Ex. 25:10-22), the Table for the Bread (Ex. 25:23-30), and the Golden Lampstand (Ex. 25:31-40). Then attention was given to the 
materials needed for the construction of the actual Tabernacle (Ex. 26) and the Bronze Altar (Ex. 27:8), followed by the construction of the 
Court of the Tabernacle (Ex. 27:9-19), and instructions for the special oil to be used in the Golden Lampstand (Ex. 27:20). This was 
followed by the specific instructions for the priests’ garments (Ex. 28). Next, God commanded a number of sacrifices for the consecration 
of the priests (Ex. 29), the construction of the Altar of Incense (Ex. 30:1-10), the Census Tax (30:11-16), the Bronze Basin (Ex. 30:17-21), 
the Anointing Oil and Incense (Ex. 30:22-38). God also assigned specific people to the task of constructing these things: “Bezalel the son 
of Uri, son Hur, of the tribe of Judah,” and “Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan” (Ex. 31:1-11). Finally, God reminded them 
of the Sabbath, lest the break the Sabbath while constructing the aforementioned items.  

But then the people of Israel profaned the covenant of the LORD by worshipping the golden calf, and they were punished to a lesser 
degree thanks to the intercessory efforts of Moses. After re-initiating the covenant with His people and having Moses craft a new set of 
tablets with the law of God engraved upon them, God sees that all that was commanded in chapters 25 through 31 is carried out. Even 
after the breaking of covenant, God’s grace allows for the people of Israel to follow through with what he originally commanded them prior 
to their idolatry. The people are reminded of what is needed to build the Tabernacle, and they give with generosity towards its construction 
(Ex. 35:1-29). Then the Tabernacle is actually constructed by the people, being led by Bezalel and Oholiab, just as the LORD intended (Ex. 
35:30-36:38). Next, they build the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 37:1-9), the Table (Ex. 37:10-16), the Golden Lampstand (Ex. 37:17-24), the 
Altar of Incense (Ex. 37:25-29), the Altar of Burnt Offering (Ex. 38:1-7), the Bronze Basin (Ex. 38:8), and the Court (Ex. 38:9-20). Moses 
even includes an inventory of list of all of the materials that were needed for the construction of everything God commanded of them (Ex. 
38:21-31). Finally, the priests’ garments were made (Ex. 39). After everything is constructed, it’s actually assembled in chapter 40. After 
everything that transpired, “Moses finished the work” (Ex. 40:33). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Study the Text: 

Another Chance 
Chapters 35 through 40 are in most way a rehashing of everything that was already written in chapters 25 
through 31. In chapters 25 through 31, God lays out the requirements for constructing the Tabernacle and all 
that was within it, the Sabbath, and the guidelines for the priesthood and their consecrating efforts. These are 
all essentially re-established in chapters 35 through 40, but this re-establishment follows a severe act of 
idolatry that could have led to the destruction of Israel if not for the intercessory works of Moses. That God 
reissues these decrees in chapters 35 through 40 is an example of His grace towards those who have been 
unfaithful to Him. God is 


THE SKILLFUL WOMEN (EX. 35:25) 
Verse 25 indicates that the women were quite involved in the process of construction as well. While the men 
would have been trained in the art of craftsmanship during their time in Egypt (Egyptian culture dictated men 
were craftsman), we do learn that the women were involved in this process as well. The term “skillful” is the 
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Hebrew term ḥāḵam, and it really means something like “to be wise.” This is generally how it is translated in 
the English Standard Version. For example, in Genesis 41:39, Pharaoh (a different Pharaoh) said to Joseph, 
“there is none so discerning and wise as you are.” It sometimes is used negatively as well. The sorcerers in 
the employ of Pharaoh in Exodus 7 were “wise men,” the “magicians of Egypt” (Ex. 7:11). It’s a word that 
generally conveys a kind of knowledge that is applied into action, hence the women were not simply wise in 
thought, but in the skill of spinning threads. This is an important detail because overwhelmingly the work of 
the construction of the Tabernacle was attributed to men. This verse reveals that the women were also active 
in this effort. The construction project was massive and required a lot of work from both the men and the 
women of Israel.


FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT (EX. 35:31) 
Another detail worth mentioning emerges in Exodus 35:30-35. God, according to the original plan, has Bezalel 
and Oholiab lead the construction efforts. It is specficially Bezalel, however, that is “filled with the Spirit of 
God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship” (Ex. 35:31). It’s no surprise that 
God has given them skill and intelligence for the job. It seems like they already possessed skill and 
crafstmanship and intelligence and that God simply amplified these attributes, but it’s the mentioning of the 
filling of the Spirit of God that is so fascinating. The term “Spirit” is the Hebrew ruaḥ, which can mean “breath, 
wind, or spirit.” The term ruaḥ is an important term in not only the Old Testament, but in the development of 
Pneumatology, or, “the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.”


God’s ruaḥ is what was “hovering over the face of the waters” in the beginning (Gen. 1:2). Old Testament 
scholars are mixed on whether this is merely the “breath” of God or even the “wind” of God, or if this is the 
third person of the Holy Spirit. It is my conviction that it is the latter. The Holy Spirit of God was present both 
with the Father and the Word in the beginning, all three inseparable in their creative works. The Spirit is active 
in all creative endeavors, hence why He is active in the creative endeavor of the construction of the 
Tabernacle (and later the Temple as well). 


He is also active in the re-creative process. For example, in Ezekiel 37, the prophet Ezekiel is transported into 
“a valley” that was “full of bones” (Ez. 37:1). The LORD tells Ezekiel to “prophesy over these bones” and to 
say to them, “O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD,” which in turn makes the bones come back together 
(Ez. 37:4-5). The LORD even puts skin on them! But after they are re-assembled, they are still not technically 
alive. This prompts the LORD to tell Ezekiel to “prophesy to the breath” and tell the breath to make the bodies 
living once more. The term “breath” here is the Hebrew ruaḥ. It is the ruaḥ of God, that is, the Holy Spirit of 
God, that is required to make the dead bodies come to life. The Holy Spirit is required for life.


In the New Testament, the term ruaḥ is translated into the Greek term πνεῦμα (pneuma), from which we get 
the English word pneumatic (a tool that uses air or wind for power). And it is in the New Testament that we get 
the fuller picture of the Holy Spirit. He is the one Ananias and Sapphira lie to in Acts 5 and subsequently die 
as a result. The Spirit is also the One who, with the Son and the Father, raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 
8:11). He is the One who, with the Son and the Father, is worshipped (Matt. 28:18-20). And He is the One who, 
like is the case in Exodus 35, gives gifts to individuals in order that they might carry out the mission and 
purpose of the LORD within the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:7-11) as well as bears fruit in the individual lives of 
Christians that they might demonstrate the sanctifying work of the Son and Father to those around them (Gal. 
5:22). Exodus 35 gives us a glimpse, as it were, of the work that the Spirit will continue to do more fully in the 
new covenant. 
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THE PROJECT COMPLETE (EX. 40:33) 
Exodus 40:33 finally brings about a resolution to a story that has taken several chapters to complete: “So 
Moses finished the work.” The construction of the Tabernacle and all of the furniture and the establishments 
of the priesthood has taken a long time to bring to completion. Indeed, it almost did not come to completion 
because of the sin of Israel. However, Exodus 40:33 demonstrates the faithfulness of God to a sinful people. 
Truly, it illustrates the New Testament truth: “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 


What About Now? 
These chapters, while long and detailed, are important. They reveal God’s gracious mercy to His people in 
spite of their sin and unfaithfulness after everything He had already done for them. God was ready to destroy 
the Israelites because of their worship of the golden calf. Think about it for a moment. Imagine you were a 
slave in Egypt. Your life was totally hopeless. You prayed and prayed, and your conditions only got worse. 
And suddenly, a man shows up and begins to challenge the most powerful person on the planet, Pharaoh, 
and the LORD is revealed to not only be a stronger Being than Pharaoh, but also uniquely interested in you. 
After being released, you leave Egypt and you move into the wilderness. But suddenly, someone points out 
that the armies of Egypt have followed you and you think, once more, you will be taken back into slavery, or 
worse, killed! And then the prophet divides the waters of the sea and you watch as the Egyptian army is 
drowned. And then you follow the prophet, again, into the wilderness, and there you are supernaturally cared 
for with manna from heaven and water from a rock. Nothing could explain it; it must have been from the 
LORD. He has done everything you could never have done for yourself. Moses, the prophet, has proven time 
and time again that he is the appointed spokesperson for the LORD. And then, after a few weeks away, 
people begin to grow restless in Moses’ absence. And they contrive the idea that a new god is needed, and 
thus the campaign to melt jewelry down in order to craft an idol begins. How could anyone have thought, after 
everything that had happened, that this was a good idea? And yet, the people worshipped this idol so loudly 
that Moses and Aaron thought it was a war rally. When you put yourself into the narrative, it’s easy to see how 
crazy this sin really was and why the LORD was so angry with Israel. And still, after everything, the LORD saw 
to it that the people did not all perish, and that the construction of the Tabernacle was completed. So perhaps 
the takeaway is that our sin knows no bounds, and neither does God’s grace. That is, indeed, very good 
news.


Study Questions 
Day One 

1. Read Exodus 35:2. What is restated here? Why was this likely restated first, before anything else?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 35:21. What led the people of Israel to make contributions “to be used for the tent of 
meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments?”


__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Two 
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1. Read Exodus 35:30-31. Who did God raise up to oversee the project? What did He fill them with? Why 
was this an important detail?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 36:5-6. Why did Moses have to tell the people to stop contributing?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Three 
1. Read Exodus 39:30-31. What did the inscription on “that plate of the holy crown” say? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 39:42-43. What did Moses do after seeing the work that was done? What does this remind 
you of? (Hint: Read Genesis 1)


__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Day Four 
1. Read Exodus 40:16. How thorough was Moses in his obedience to the LORD’s commands?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Read Exodus 40:33. What happened in this verse?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss the Text! 

Week 86 Discussion: Grace in Failure 
The big idea in this week’s study is the presence of God’s grace even after our biggest failures. Talk as a 
group about the ways in which God has shown you grace after you’ve sinned.


1. Icebreaker: When was the last time you made a huge mistake? How did people react to it?

2. Is grace hard to receive after you’ve sinned? Why or why not?

3. Is grace hard to give after someone else sins? Why or why not?

4. How does the Spirit of God work in us when we sin? How does He work when we repent and confess?

5. Is there ever a time on this side of eternity you should expect to not sin? Why or why not?

6. Kid Talk (For Home): Bring up the last time your child was in trouble. Ask them how they would feel if, 

instead of punishment, they received a gift? Connect that to what God does for us when we sin.


Takeaways: 
1. Even after the sin of idolatry, God reinstitued His covenant with His people.

2. After the generous gifts of Israel, the construction of the Tabernacle was completed.
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