
City on a Hill New Testament Survey Session 13

Session 13: 
The First (but technically second) Letter to the Corinthians


1 Corinthians 
• Authorship: Paul

• Date: 53 or 54

• Key Themes: Church divisions, idolatry, church discipline, spiritual gifts, the ordinances

• Historical Dealings of Paul with Corinth:


• First visit: Paul planted the church in Corinth in AD 50-52 (Acts 18) 
• Paul wrote, “the previous letter” (1 Cor. 5:9, 11; Corinthians A) 
• Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus in AD 53/54 (1 Cor. 16:8, Corinthians B) 
• Second visit: “painful visit” (2 Cor. 2:1; see 12:14; 13:1-2) 
• Paul wrote, “the severe letter” (2 Cor. 2:4; 7:8; Corinthians C) 
• Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia in AD 54/55 (2 Cor. 7:5, Corinthians D) 
• Third visit (Acts 20:2) 

KEY PASSAGES: 
1. 1 Corinthians 1:10-11 - Purpose

2. 1 Corinthians 1:12-16 - Cults of Personality

3. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 - Foolishness and Stumbling Blocks

4. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 - How to Preach

5. 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 - Spiritual or Natural?
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6. 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 - What is Spiritual Infancy?

7. 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 - Judgment
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